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National Green Building Standard

 Approved Jan 2009
 Collaboration 

b t ICC dbetween ICC and 
NAHB

 First green rating First green rating 
system to be 
approved consensus 
standardstandard
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Key Elements 

1. ANSI-approved consensus standard
2 Free web based Green Scoring Tool2. Free web-based Green Scoring Tool
3. Third-party verification of all points claimed 
4. Applies to all residential projectspp p j
5. Requires progressively higher levels of 

environmental performance in every category
to obtain higher levels of green certificationto obtain higher levels of green certification
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National Green Building Standard 

 Hallmarks of ANSI process include: 
 consensus by balance of stakeholders
 broad-based public review and comment 
 consideration of comments submitted 
 incorporation of approved changes into 

standard 
 right to appeal for anyone who believes right to appeal for anyone who believes 

that due process was not respected
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ELot Design Energy 
Efficiencyy

Water 
Efficiency

Indoor Air 
Quality y

ResourceOperation & 
Maintenance

Resource 
Efficiency
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Performance LevelsPerformance Levels

Required Points

7



Green Rating Cost 
C iComparisons

Rating System Bronze/Certified Silver Gold
Emerald/
Platinum

National 
Green 
Building 
Standard 

1.1 – 1.7% 2.8 – 3.1% 6.9 – 7.6% 16.3 – 16.9%

LEED-H 3.6 – 5.6% 5.1 – 7.4% 11.2 –13.5% 17.3 – 22.9%

Note:  Both programs are in their formative stage, so costs are likely to change 
as the programs develop. Base House is minimum code. Dallas production 

house cost of $172,700 is represented.
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Certification to the StandardCertification to the Standard

StandardNational
certification defines

green

certification
ensures

consistency

Project
verification

ensures
compliance
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Project Certification Process
Builder Uses Green Scoring Tool 

to Score Project

Builder Hires Accredited 
Verifier

Verifier Schedules Rough 
Inspection

Notifies NAHB 
Research Center

Verifier Schedules Final
Inspection

Project Obtains
Green Certified Mark

p
Notifies NAHB 

Research Center
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Third-Party VerificationThird Party Verification
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DOE Builders ChallengeDOE Builders Challenge

 Program Goal Program Goal
 Cost-neutral Net-Zero Energy 

Home
 Anywhere in US by 2030

220 000 high performance homes 220,000 high performance homes 
by 2012
 70 threshold on E-Scale
 Meet Builders Challenge Quality 

C it iCriteria
 Incremental increases to 2030
 Seamlessly integrated with 

National Green BuildingNational Green Building 
Certification
 Green Scoring Tool
 Dual Certification 
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Online Green Project ManagementOnline Green Project Management
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HBA Brandingg
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16
Project Dashboard
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Local Green Building Programs
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Accredited Verifier Resources

 Verifier’s Resource Verifier s Resource 
Guide
 For accredited 

verifiers onlyverifiers only
 Provides guidance
 Updated regularly

 Verifier Update
 Bi-weekly
 Insiders Tips Insiders Tips
 Green Scoring Tool
 FAQs
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Green Approved ProductsGreen Approved Products

 Pre-approved points for products Pre approved points for products
 Third-party verification/confirmation required

 Assists builders in making product choices
 Approved products listed in Green Scoring Tool
 Simplifies specifications and field inspections
 Provides simple and seamless process for builders Provides simple and seamless process for builders 

to select products that contribute to a building being 
green
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Green Approved Products Integrated 
into Green Scoring Toolinto Green Scoring Tool
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www.GreenApprovedProducts.compp
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Product Listing on 
G A dP d twww.GreenApprovedProducts.com
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NAHB Research Center
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NAHB Research CenterNAHB Research Center 
Background

 Mission to improve the durability, affordability, and 
environmental performance of housing

Founded in 1964 as for profit independent subsidiary of Founded in 1964 as for-profit, independent subsidiary of 
National Association of Home Builders

 Core CompetenciesCore Competencies
 Market Research
 Third-party accredited Lab Testing & Certification 
 Field Evaluations & Demonstrations

C d C li Code Compliance
 Information Dissemination
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NAHB Research CenterNAHB Research Center
Green Home Certification

 Sole certifying body for NAHB National Green 
Building Program (NAHB Green)

 Train and accredit verifiers
 Provide national oversight and interpretation 

 Ensure accuracy and consistency Ensure accuracy and consistency
 Provides technical assistance
 Review and approve all verification reports
 Toll free Hotline for questions and interpretations Toll-free Hotline for questions and interpretations

 Issue Green Certified mark 
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LOOK FOR THIS MARK.
IT’S PROOF THATIT S PROOF THAT 
YOUR HOME IS GREEN!
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Michael LuzierMichael Luzier
President

NAHB Research Center
400 Prince George’s Blvd. Upper Marlboro, MD 20774

301-430-6200  (toll-free) 800-638-8556301 430 6200  (toll free) 800 638 8556

mluzier@nahbrc.com

www.nahbrc.com 
www.NAHBGreen.org


